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September 1968

North Vietnamese Efforts to Take Over Neutral Laos

On 5 June 1968, U.S. Ambassador Averill Harriman, addressing North
Vietnam's delegation to the Paris peace talks, accused Hanoi of waging 'not
one but several wars" in Asia. When Ambassador Harriman went on to urge
Hanoi to live up to its early agreements to neutralize Laos as a step to
end the fighting in Vietnam, he helped bring to world attention a situation
long known to observers of Asian affairs: Hanoi's continuing efforts to
take over Laos as well as South Vietnam and the vital role the small neu-
tral country of Laos plays in the long range stability of Southeast Asia.

This aggrandizement began in the 1950's when Ho Chi Minh's troops
first entered Laos to bolster the efforts of the local Lao Communists (the
Pathet Lao) to overthrow the Royal Lao Government (RLG). The Pathet Lao
have been so closely supported by Hanoi in this effort that their movement
has become a facade behind which the North Vietnamese are operating mili-
tarily and politically. North Vietnamese supplies keep the Pathet Lao
armed, clothed and fed; North Vietnamese troops (known as the Peoples' Army
of Vietnam —- PAVN) keep the Pathet Lao's waning military forces supplied
with fresh fighting men. Military experts estimate, in fact, that the
North Vietnamese have deployed 57 PAVN battalions to Laos totalling any-
where from 30,000 to 45,000 troops.

The number of North Vietnamese troops in Laos has been steadily growing
since 1962. It was that year that the Geneva Accords were signed by Burma
Cambodia, Canada, France, India, Poland, Communist China, North Vietnam, Leaos,
South Vietnam, the USSR, the UK, and the United States. The Accords provided
that all foreign military personnel and equipment would be withdrawn from
Laos by October 1962. Although Western military advisors and technicians op-
erating with the RLG withdrew prior to the deadline, North Vietnam withdrew
only a handful of its several thousand troops: the official checkpoint es-
tablished by the Geneva Accord signatories recorded less than 50 NVN troops
leaving.

Since that day NVN troops have grown steadily from the original few
thousand to the 30,000 to 45,000 now in Laos. The reason for the large
discrepancy between the lowest and highest estimates lies in the varied
nature of the duties performed by NVN personnel in Laos. First, there are
the previously mentioned 57 battalions of PAVN troops involved in military
actions, such as the recent assaults on Lao provincial capitals; in addition,
several thousand PAVN troops serve with Pathet Lao troop units; there are
also North Vietnamese truck crews —- both military and civilian -- transport-
ing military supplies from North Vietnam into South Vietnam and Cambodia;
there are untcld numbers of NVN coolie bearers packing supplies over Lao
Jungle trails to PAVN units and Viet Cong fighting in South Vietnam; and
there are many NVN construction workers impressed into repair and maintenance
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work on Lao roads, trails and waterways. And the largest group of all in-
cludes the PAVN troops using these Lao roads and trails (known as the Ho
Chi Minh Trail) to infiltrate from North Vietnem into South Vietnam. The ¥
number of such infiltration can easily range as high as 12,000 in one month.

There is 1little question that thousands of North Vietnamese are serving
in Leos. in a military capacity against the Conference-supported Government
of Lsos, killing the citizens of that neutral country and supporting local
insurgents who could not survive without Hanoi's support and guidance. Proof
of Hanoi's regular and increasing violations of Lao territorial integrity
and destruction of Lao property and lives lies in numerous pieces of con-
vincing evidence including:

a. A vast amount of photographic evidence of NVN activities
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, such as pictures of truck convoys,
PAVN troops, cargo boats headed for South Vietnam, and maintenance
crews at work; A
1
b. Testimony (supplied by the RLG) of Lao civilian eyewit-
nesses, of the Pathet Lao ralliers and of Royal Lao military per-
sonnel who have fought the invading PAVN;

c. Testimony on the movement of specific PAVN units through
Laos given by PAVN personnel who have either been captured in
Laos or in South Vietnam, or who have surrendered or rallied to
the Government of South Vietnam,

d. Mute evidence supplied by captured Viet Cong documents,
military equipment captured in Laos, equipment found in NVN en-
campments overrun in Laos and items such as diaries, photographs,
etc. taken from PAVN prisoners;

e. The statements of various Southeast Asian leaders con-
cerned over incursions into neutral territory and over the abro- )
gation of the Geneva Accords and the spread of violence and blood- '
shed in Asiag

f. Official protests made to the UN General Assembly by the
RLG each year since 1963 regarding Hanoi's violations of Lao bor—
ders, PAVN attacks on Lao military and civilian installations and
NV assistance to the Pathet Lao.

There are other pieces of evidence, most recent of which is a White
Paper issued by the RLG in July 1968 protesting NVN interference in Laos
and containing extensive documentation regarding that presence. This is
the third White Paper on this subject issued by the RLG (the others ap-
pearasd in 1964 and 1966).
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The evidence clearly reveals Hanoi's strategy and expansionist aims.
Some analysts of Asian affairs, in fact, believe peace in Laos is even more
vital to the long range stability of Southeast Asia than peace in Vietnam.
They base their conclusion partially on Laos' location, squarely in the
heart of the Indo-Chinese Peninsula where it can serve as a protective
barrier or be used, as it is now being used against South Vietnam, as an
infiltration route into any country in the region. The truth of the mat-
ter probably centers more directly on the fact that the fates of Laos and
South Vietnam -- as well as the other neutral or free nations of Southeast
Asia -- are inextricably tied together, and a peace treaty to end the war
in South Vietnam which provides meaningful safeguards against any takeover
of South Vietnam by North Vietnam, will also help to safeguard the other
small nations of Southeast Asia.
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XAT LAQ, Laos
20 June 1968

Two NVN Defectors Interviewed by Xat Lao Reporter

According to our report published in the Xat Lao yesterday, Private
Trinh Van Giao and Corporal Cao Van Thanh of the North Vietnamese Regulars
gave themselves up while they were on their way to South Vietnam. Private
Trinh Van Giao defected because of unbearsble hardship and fear of being
killed. He said he missed his parents and his brothers now living in

Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.

Corporal Cao Van Thanh who decided to defect together with Private
Trinh Van Giao, besides the reasons of hardship and fear of being killed,
reportedly surrendered because of being afraid of punishment to be imposed
on him for driving carelessly. He said he left North Vietnam on March 13,
1968, driving a truck with a trailer carrying a big gun. He had to travel
during the night and rest during the daytime for making necessary repairs.
During the night, he was allowed to use only low lights for the Journey.
The conditions of the road were terrible and dangerous as he had to pass
through valleys and mountainous areas and on the 29th day of his journey,
the truck went off the road and turned upside down causing damage to the
big gun. No one was killed. Thanh said the accident happened because
he was tired and sleepy.

He told the story of his life through an interpreter. He was formerly
with an anticraft battalion and was later transferred to an artillery serv-—
ing as a driver together with Private Trinh Van Giso. He is now 21 years
old. He was born in Tho Son in the Province of Thanh Hao in Central North
Vietnam. He was married to Le Thi Hoa, 19. One month after his marriage,
he was ordered to leave North Vietnam to liberate South Vietnam. He dis-
closed another reason for his rallying to the National Army together with
his friend -- he wished to see whether brogress in free countries was dif-
ferent from that in North Vietnam.

When asked what would happen to his parents and his family if his de-
fection was known by North Vietnamese authorities, he said he had no choice.
He knew that his relatives would suffer punishment imposed on them by the
government; for example, when they were sick they would receive no medicine
and no help would be rendered by the government. The most serious thing
was that they would be called the parents, wife, or relatives of a traitor.

About the problem of marriage, he said that boys wnder 23 and girls

under 20 are not allowed to get married. Boys and girls get married se—
cretly and notify the authorities later if they are under the allowed age.
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August 1968

Chronology of North Vietnamese
Viclations of 1962 Geneva Accords on Laos

(Troop strength estimates based on
photography, prisoner interrogation,
captured documents, eyewitness reports,
ate.)

In the 1962 Geneva Accords (the US was NOT a signatory to the 195k
accords) it was agreed that all foreign military personnel and equipment not
specifically needed for defense or requested by the Lao Government should be
withdrawn from Laos.

Western military advisors and technicians completed their orderly with-
drawal from Laos in advance of the conference~-established deadline. = Hanoias
performance, however, took a different tacks

1. 1less than 50 of several thousand North Vietnamese left ILaos
through the official checkpoint; Co T

2. some North Vietnamese fighting units were reportedly dispersed
to different locations in Laos and not back to Vietnam;

3. supported by Communist China and North Vietnam, the Pathet Lao
broke the cease-fire agreement in March 1963 and attacked
government defense forces in the Plaine des Jarres in north
central Laos;

L. captured North Vietnamege goldiers have admitted entering Laos
between February and September 1964 in units varying in size
from 50-650 men each; the captured soldiers also admitted
carrying Communist-made weapons and ammunition and of attacking
Lao Government defense forces;

5. an estimated 6-7,000 North Vietnamese soldiers were stationed in
Pathet Lao-controlled areas by early 1965;

6. In 1965 the International Control Commission (set up under the
1962 Accords and composed of a Pole, a Canadian and an Indian
representative) documented charges that Hanoi had violated the
Geneva Accords by sending military personnel and equipment into
Laos to join with their Pathet Lao comrades in attacks against
the nation's legally constituted government;

7. at least 10,000 North Vietnamese regulars were estimated to be

in Laos in mid-1965;
(Cont.)
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11.

13.

5.

16.

7.

18.

19.
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a cave, located northeast of the Plaine des Jarres, was captured
by Laotion Government Forces on ol October 1965. The cave
contained 10 tons of ammunition, a number of Soviet-made machine
guns, a radio made in Communist China and 50 North Vietnamese
army uniforms.

by the end of 1965, the Lao GQovernment had within its own boundaries
captured 29 North Vietnamese troops, killing upwards of 180 and
capturing nine North Vietnamese regubars;

ICC report No. 35, released by the United Kingdom on 6 December 1965,
revealed clear evidence of North Vietnamese violations of.the 1962
Geneva Agreements by introducing foreign troops. into Laos;

in commenting on the ICC report (investigating the North Vietnamese
presence in Laos) released by the United Kingdom on 22 August 1966,
the British Foreign Office stated: "The report provides convincing
evidence of operations of North Vietnamese troops in Laos contrary
to the 1962 Geneva Agreement';

in September 1966 the Lao Government issued a 230-page White: Paper on
North Vietnamese violations of the Geneva Accords; the document
contained hard evidence of North Vietnamese infringéments=of TLao
terriority including interrogations of PAVN troops captured in Laos;

on 18 October 1966 Lao Premier Souvanna Phouma addressed the United
Nations and informed the world at large about the White Paper on
North Vietnamese aggression against Laos;

in late November 1966, it was estimated that as the monsoon season
drew to s close North Vietnamese troop infiltration through Laos
into South Vietnam had risen to 7,000 for the previous months

by the énd of 1967, North Vietnamese combat and support personnel in
Iaos are believed to have totalled 35,0003

NVA troops threatened Lao provinclal capitals of Saravane and Attopeu,
and Lao Pham; in early to nid-1968;

in May 1968 The Lao Government released the names and curriculum vitae
on each of L5 North Viefinamese prisoners and 16 North Vietnamese
defectors as well as a detailed "order of battle' in PAVN units
stationed in Laos;

in July 1968 the third White Paper on Novth Vietnamege Violations
of the Ceneva Accords was issued; it numbers 11l pages;

by mid-Summer 1968, it was estimated that between 40,000 and 45,000
North Vietnamese tropps were stationed in Laos.

[}
.
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Excerpted remarks of Asian leaders re North Vietnamese viclations of territory
of Laos

Remarks of King Sri Savang Vatthana re Nature of War in Laos, made in Pakse on
T May 1968: (excerpts)

"All we Lao people realize full well that the kingdom of Laos has been
independent since 1953. Now there is a war in Vietnam. This is the affair of
the citizens of our neighboring country, Vietnam, and the people of Laos should
not stick their noses in and become involved with them. But the 'necessity' to
'liberate' our country has brought only war to Laos.  We Lao do not think of
'liberating' our country, we think of caring for our country and carrying out
cur duty to protect our blood and tradition from disappearing. This war is
not a war to liberate our country. We do not need to liberate our country.

We need to protect our country.... Our territory has been well defined by
agreements which many countries have signed.... Our independence and integrity
have been clearly specified in these agreements.... The war brings many

Toreigners into Laos. They do not come to liberate Laos. They come to oppress
Lao people, to live at the expense of the Lao people, and to seize our land
and our food. We people of Laos never want to seize one pilece of land from
our neighboring countries...."

Remarks of Japanese Ambassador to Laos, Yoshito Shimoda, on North Vietnamese
Intervention in Laos, made in Tokyo during Yomiuri Roundtable on Vietnam last
week in May (reported in 28 May Yomiuri Shimbun, Japanese language newspaper
of over 4 million circulation): (excerpts)

"The biggest problem for Laos at present is withdrawal of the North Viet=
namese forces ... this is because North Vietnam has not observed the 1962 Geneva
Agreement at all in spite of its promise to respect the neutrality of Laos
and not to send armed forces into that country. The Laotian Government says
that there is evidence of a violation of the Agreement. The Laotian problem
has its basic cause in North Vietnam's violation of the agreement."

"Apart from a case in which Hanoi will cease to attempt intervening in
Laos or conquering it, the Laotlan situation will not calm down, in cases other
than that, even if the Vietnam problem is settled proper organization
should be formed under which the 1962 Agreement can be observed with certainty."

Speech of Lao Premier Prince Souvanna Phouma to Lao National Assembly on 30 May
1968 on general state of Lao affairs: (excerpts)

"Our problems, ... are the product of war. For years we have been suf-
fering from external aggression. The Hanoi Government, betraying international
public opinion and repudiating its signature, has violated every agreement
that it has signed, in order to interfere in our internal affairs and support
a rebellion which was insignificant at the outset and even today would not
amount to much if North Vietnam did not support it militarily. Politically
spesking, the (Pathet Lao) is not a national movement. It owes its survival
solely to the battalions of the Hanoi Government.

"This situation has now brought us nearly 600,000 refugees, who fled the
Communist areas, leaving everything behind them to escape (the Pathet Lao)
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dictatorship. It has also caused our country to become a busy transit route
for North Vietnamese troops on their way to South Vietnam ... this did not
prevent North Vietnam from stating recently ... that our assertions are false
and deceitful. It denies the evidence. It chooses to ignore the prisoners,
the deserters, the dead soldiers in uniform, the reports of the International
Control Commission, the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and the statements of thousands of
refugees. It denies everything at once in order to conceal it's aggression and
preserve Communist truth....

"Members of the Assembly, these are the conditions under which the Govern-
ment has been working for years ... our whole national problem consists, in
the first place, in resisting foreign aggression by every means....

"The Hanoi Government pretends to consider the Lao question as one that

is totally unrelated to the events in Vietnam, whereas it is part of the same
problem, since there are North Vietnamese troops in Laos supporting the (Pathet

Lao)."

2
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VIENTIANE, Aug. 19 (UPD)
__Royal Laotian troops killed
lat least 50 Communist Pathet
Lao and
guerrillas in two days of “very
lfierce” fighting in south cen-
tral Laos last week, a Laotian
Defense Ministry spoke..man
said today.

The spokesman said. the
fighting took place Friday and
Saturday* south of Muong
Phalane . after government
troops recaptured the stra-
tegic highway town for the
second fime this year.

A total of 23 government
troops were killed and 40
wounded when an estimated
battalion of North Vietnamese

North Vietnamese|
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50 Communists Killed
In‘Fierce’ LaosF ight *

government troops in a night
position after dark Friday, he
said.

Fighting ra%ed through the
night and all the next day:
with the Laotian forces callmg
in artillery support and air
strikes by T-23 fighters. ’

The Communists broke off
contact late Saturday, leaving
the bodies' of 50 comrades but/
taking other dead into the jun-
gles with them, the spokesman

said.

1t was the heaviest fighting
since 'the North Vietnamese
and Pathet Lao overran gov-:
ernment outposts in the offen<
sive last February which coin-.
cided with the heavy ﬂghtmg

and Pathet Lao attacked the
WASHI NGTON POST
31 May 1968

VIENTIANE, Laos, ‘May
30—Premier 'Souvanna
Phouma today accused North
Vietnam of aggresion against
Laos and displayed 64 captives
and defectors and the wreck-
age of a North Vietnamese
plane as proof.

Speaking to the sxxth con-
gress of the Laotian National
Assembly, Souvanna salid,
“The government of Hanoi
pretends to consider the Lao
question as one unrelafed to
the events in Vietnam, depite
the fact that it is all the part
of the same problem.”

Souvanna, said his country
faces “grave dangers” from
North Vietnam. “For years we
have suffered foreign aggres-
sion.” North Vietnam “denies
everything oufright,” he
added, *“to camouflage its
agression ‘and to safeguard
the Communist truth.”

Souvanna’s speech was the
first time .he has formally
charged North Vietnam with
aggression. He has made simi-
lar statements in private con-
‘'versations- and ' at unofficial!
function.

Communist aetivity, said more
than 40,000 North Vletnamese

 Laos Premier Accuses

j N. Vlets of Aggresswn

From News Dlspatches

1n South Vietnam.

‘

nently in Laos and have
“turned our country into an
active transit -route for North
Vietnamese troops going to
South Vietnam.”

A spokesman of the Minis-
try of National Defense said
Communist forces in Laos in-
clude 57 North Vietnamese’
army combat battalions, 4000
other soldiers as advisers and
cadres to Pathet Lao units,
and another 11,900 North Viet-
namese assxgned to guard duty
along the Ho Chi Minh supply
trial from\ ‘North to South
Vietnam.

Souvanna later escorted
newsmen to the Phone Keng.
military cémp just north of Vi-
entiane to see 45 North Viet-
namese ' soldiers hls ‘men had’
captured.

The display also mcluded 19
 defectors from North Viet-
namese forces and more than
200 pieces.of captured military
equipment ranging from rifles
to &  Russian-made armored
personnel carvier and the
plane wreckage) In a new de-
velopment, Laotian military
'leaders - government

.

mﬂes southeast of the capital,
after a four-mont occupatmn

T AT dl YT d

namese soldiers in the fight-)
ing also was noted. U.S, mili-|

“have an estimated strength of

21 April 1968
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Giap Strategy
Seen in Laos

v i : By Jac

1
L VIENTIANE—What is the
motivation for increased Com-;
munist activity in Laos? How
closely. is it related to the ad-
Jacent war in Vietnam?

*Most Western observers and
Lao leaders believe the sharp-
er fighting by the Communist
Pathet Lao and their North
Vietnamese allies is now part
of the Vietnam war and re-

P

lited to Gen. Vo Nguyen:’
Giap’s overall strategy. -
Giap, is Hanoi's Defense:

Minster and- an old hand atI
coordinating action 1n Vxet
nam and Laos.

One of his moves in Laos
just: after the year began was
to eliminate the only Royal
Lao. government strong point
which could have affected the
Khesanh battle. His North'
Vietnamese (NVA) regulars,
using tanks for the first time -
in Laos,  overran the Royal|

Lao battalion at Banhouei- .

sane, on Route 9, about six|
miles west of Khesanh

It was the first indication
ibhat  the- North ~Vietnamese
were upgrading the Lao war
from its usual seasonal intru-
sion into government rice-
growing areas to resupply
thglr own Laos-based 1roops
who are garrisoned mostly in
mountainous terrain where,
food is scarce. :

An inecrease In North Viet-

tary attaches, who are numer-
ous and range widely through-
dut Laos in their aircraft,
have estimated that there are
5000 more NVA combal sold-
jers -in Laos this year. This
raises North Vietnamese
strength to an estimated 40,
000, of which 15,000 are used
in conJunctmn thh the gen-
crally less effective Pathet
Lao troops. The Pathet Lao;

29,000 men,

Tne remalning North Viet-
namese are in units protect-
ing the Ho Chi Minh infiltra-
tion trails and routes running

k Folsle

Los Angeles Times

Laos, or are laborers improv-
ing the trails and roads so
that resupply of NVA and
Vietcong troops in Vietnam
can - increase—despite inter-
diction by aireraft from Viet-
nam and American {fighter
bombers based in Thailand.

Laos ‘Premier Souvanna
Phouma, speaking at an
Armed Torces Day ceremony
here recently, noted that
i “since this year began, exter-
nal-® agﬂresswn and internal
insurgency directed against
i our country has taken a vcry
i gerious turn.”

He said the cnemy “for thc
first time uses new moderng
weapons.” He referred to thel
Soviet-made 140 mm. rockets
which had been used in south-
ern fighting around embattled
:Lao Ngam and against the:
government’s surrounded gar
rison at Attopeu

The Premier attributed the
enemy's more aggressive ac-
tion in southern Laos to an
effort to widen the area xt}'
holds, 4

The emphasis appears to b
on holding Lao villages which
can become rest stations for
coolie back-packers and truck
convoys.

‘One other theory 'on the
inercased enemy action in
Laos relates to the possibility
{that Hanoi plans to negotiate
an end to the war in both
Vietnam and Laos. The theory
combines the Laos action with
the Tet offensive against Viet-
nam cities so 'as to put Hano
in a position ‘to talk tough at
the ‘peace’ table, .

southward - through,. eastern
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""_L,a()s ’ Neutrality Pﬂgiﬂy

ey Withdrawal of Red Forces Demanded

LONDON (FWF) — Prince
‘Souvanna Phouma, the neu-
tralist Premier of Laos,
paid a private visit to Paris
at the end of June and had
discussions with- American
officials about the U.S.-North
Vietnamese talks, The Prince
published a long statement to
the press calling for the with-
‘drawal of 40,000 North Viet-
namese troops from Laos as
the price for -a halt in the

"American bombing of North.

Vietnani. .

Talking of the “forgotten
war” in Laos, the Prince re-
called the terms of the 1962
+Geneva Agreement on Laos
which provided for the crea-
tion of a coalition Govern-
ment of the rightists, leftists
and neutralists under a neu-
tral Premier (Prince
Souvanna Phouma has held
‘this post since 1962) and the
evacuation of foreign mili-
‘tary forces.

After the 1962 agreement
was signed the Americans
.withdrew 800 “advisers” from
Laos, and the withdrawal was
verified by the International
‘Control: Commission (ICC)
provided for under the agree-
;ment.
‘to ‘evacuate some thousands
sof North Vietnamese forces,

Hanoi's Denial

Moreover, North Vietnam
‘hds consistently denied that it
.has forces in the country, and
‘North Vietnamese propagarn-
da refers to “the struggle
against U.S. imperialists con-
ducted by the Laotian people
under the leadership of the
‘NLHX.” (The Neo Lao Hak
Xat or Laotian Patriotic Front
is the political arm of the
Communist Pathet L.ao, and is
controlled from .North Viet-
nam.) .

In 1963, the Pathet Lao (led
by the Premier’s half brother,
-Prince Souphanouvong) with-
drew from the Laotian coali-
tion Government after Prince
Souvanna Phouma charged

the Communists with destroy-

.ing mneutrality; the four Com-

;munist Government seats
‘have remained vacant ever
- gince. : o

‘The Pathet Lao took up

North Vietnam failed

the country where an estimat-
ed 15,000 North Vietnamese
fight alongside about 28,000
Pathet Liao soldiers in a guer-
rilla war against Laotian Gov-
ernment forces. In the south-
east of Laos the North Viet-
namese, with 7,000 troops and
some 18,000 supporting civili-
ans, run the “Ho Chi Minh

‘Trail” of supplies from North

to South " Vietnam. About
two-thirds of Laos and about
75 per cent of the people are
said to be under Government
control,

Barly in 1968 North Viet-
nam launched a major dry-
season offensive in Laos, the
largest for two years. They
pushed. Government troops
back from positions gained
during the previous year, car-
ried out widespread rice raids
and came near to the royal
capital of Luang Prabang.

It is now estimated that
North Vietnamese forces in
L.aos amount to 40,000, and
Prince , Souvanna - Phouma
said in his Paris statement
that it is the presence of
these troops that “has ‘obliged

the Laotian ‘Government to

maintain an army. of 100,000,
which is an enormous’ quant-
ity for a country which has

barely’ tbree million inhabi-

tants.”

Prince .Souvanna FPhouma
has consistently oppesed for-
eign intervention in Laos,
while denouncing North Viet-
nam’s invasion. His Govern-
ment is supported by Russia
(as a . co-chairman of the
Geneva Conference) and his

‘position depends on continued

neutrality. He will not allow
American, South Vietnamese

.or Thai troops to enter Laos

to block the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, but he actively encour-
ages American bombing of
Norlth .Vietnamese on the
trail. .

U.S. Military Aid
The United States provides
Liaos with substantial military
and other aid; there: are 1,750
American officials in Laos (in-

‘cluding 880 dependants) apart

from contract employes of

"American- air lines distribut-

The American AID program
has extended 'the area of rice
cultivation, and U.S. officials
are .confident they can turn
Laos from a rice importer to
an exporter .within a few
years, given a measure of
security and stability in the

country. . .
During his visit to Paris,
Prince Souvanna Phouma

called for an expanded and ef-
fective International Control
Commission to enforce the
neutrality of Laos. He sug-
.gested that the present Indi-
an-Polish-Canadian memniber-
_ship should be. expanded to
five nations with authority to
operate by majority vote in.
stead of the present method
which gives each member a
veto and leads to deadlock.

Another factor that para-

lyzes the ICC is that no in.

vestigation can be made ac-
cording to the 1962 Geneva
Agreement without the con-
sent of all three factions in
the Lao Government. ~ As the
Pathet = Laoc remains, on
paper, one of the three fac-
tions and will not authorize
investigations against. Notth
Vietnam, the ICC is power-
less.
Hanoi’s Accusation
The: Hanoi Government
maintains that its policy is “to
.-scrupulously implement the

1962 Geneva Agreement on:
The North Vietham:
News Agency. consistently at-
the .present Laotian

Laos.”

tacks
Administration. :
These attacks on the Lao-

- tilan Government as “hench-.

men,” “flunkeys” “puppets”

of the Americans were -ac-:

“companied by more direct al-
legations of TU.S. military
presence in Laos. On the
other hand, the Hanoi Gov-
ernment does not appear to
wish to have Laotian neu-
trality teo strictly scrutiniz-
ed, and -has supported the
“correct stand” of the secre-
tary general of the NLHX in
“protesting against the U.S.
bringing up the Laotian prob-
lem at the current Paris talks
because this encroaches upon
Laos’ independence and sov-

ereignty, and runs counter to

"positions. in the northeast of

. Lo e e e e

Lo

ing rice in motntain  areas.

I s T SUIEI IR S

international ‘law.”
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“back in these areas.

TEE JAPAN TIMES
30 June 1968

' ‘ H 1 i . .- - Tnsurgent Vietnamesg forces which also include Lao-
Between H‘a‘no," and,, Vientiane an "nngtianaust" or Dathet Lae elements, originaily

Tor the past several years world attention has been’ . rested the eastern provinces of Laos from French and
riveted upon the protracted war in South Vietnam 50 much  poyal Laotian control during the climactic months of the
<o that the steadily inereasing, pressure Hanoi and Peking Ipdochinese War. Under terms of the 1954 Geneva ceasefire

‘are applying against their other neighbors has largely’ ggreement, however, Ho Chi Minh's forces were to with-

escaped international notice. But it now-seems evider_\tA draw to what is now North Vietnam. Pathet Lao troops
that the current events in these cou..mtrnes—par'ticularly iN' yho were unwilling to reintegrate into the Laotian commu-
Laos—@re closely related to those in South Vietnam. 4 nity were to regroup into two northern Laotian provinces—

In the last three months, the North Vietnamese an Phong Saly'and Sam Neua. ‘
Pathet. Lao forces launched a serles of mop-up operations Neither Communist element made more than token
against pro-Govemme:nt guerrillas in their rear areas. A gestures toward honoring those commitments, however.
score of Meo guerrilla bases were captured by the Com- i presence in and out of the border' provinces continues
munists, and_the Government forces suffered a severe Bet-. 14 threaten Laos’ national survival.

T o ot After three years of negotiations, the Royal Laotian

The Communist commandos also attempted to slage . Government and the Pathet Lao concluded an agreement
miniature Tet offensive against’ Vientiane and blow up the in-1957, under which the Government was o reoccupy the.
1.6 military headquarters and other important SOVEIN: ‘tywg northern provinces and absorb 1,500 Pathet Lao troops
mental facilities. . The abortive- offensive, it is gaid, Was into the Royal Army. The remainder of the Pathet Lao
cimilar to the one carried out by North Vietnamese and f,r0e5 were to be disbanded. ' T
Viet Cong terrorists against Saigon and.other South V1¢t- ~ The Pathet Lao, however, refused to abide by the agree-
namese cities during the Tet, holiday this spring. . ¢ ment. In the .meantime, increased Government border
- . Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma, in a. s'gate-of-the- patrolling activity in early 1959 stimulated a campaign of
nation speech to the National Assembly on May 30, accused . yilent denunciation in Hanoi, followed by thrusts into
North Vietnam of aggression against Laos. ‘He d_irectly, Laotian tertitory by North. Vietnamese and Pathet Lao
related North Vietnam’s activity in his country to the peace sorees, By late August that year, the Communist forces
‘talks now under way in- Paris, saying Laos faced gravé ‘were threatening Luang Prabang, the royal capital, and
dangers.” . ' : . . Vientiane, the administrative capital. " :

in fact, there is-am unmistakable sypchronizatxon be- on July 23, 1962, the 1 Anation Geneva AConference‘
tween the events in Laos and those in Vietnam. The Wal ggjourned with the signing of a declaration pledging
in Southeast Asia, beyond all. doubt, constitutes 0N ,regpect for the neutrality and independence of Laos and
indivisible whole. ] ‘ : a joint protocol spelling out procedures for the withdrawal
7 hus, it is the belief of Prince Souvanna Phouma that of all foreign troops from Laos within 75 days.

“the ‘war in Laos will be brought to an end at the same time " Formation of a coalition Government, with Prince Sou--

as the war in South Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh’s interest in ‘yanna Phouma reinstalled as Premier, and rightist Gen..
Laos undoubtedly is pragmatic as well as doctrinal. ' The Phoumi Nosavan and leftist Prince Souphanduvong in-
“major consideration is Hanoi's neec} to ensure continued giajled as deputy premiers, preceded conclusion of the
‘consrol of the Laotian provinces contiguous to the border of @eneva Conference by about one month. But, fighting
Vietnam and Cambodia—areas which have been undeT petween Government forces and combined Pathet Lao and:
‘Communist domination ever since 1954, .. North Vietnamesé forces continued, particularly in the
“Ianoi also plans, presumably, to use Laos as a political nigtoric Plain of Jars and around the Na Key Plateau in’
pawn in the present peace talks, by taking as _mpph terri- “central Laos:’ : - S
fory as possible in Laos to strengthen its bargaining POower . . ‘We must devoutly 'hope, together with the Laotian
‘at the peace talks table,, TS . iPrince Premier, that the violators of the 1962 Geneva
Eveh-more evident are the existence and the rqle of the Accords will agree to “gilence the guns and -allow the
‘so-called Ho Chi Minh tralls—infiltration routes that run! Tgotian people to settle their own affairs in peace and full
from North Vietham’ into South Vietnam _’gx::rpggh ~vthgwsovgreig'n';y.” IR A o
territory Of LAOS, =% . i i i e T

Yool R A N g BN AR esimwtes < BRI C o . -
$h e e L - T S et e s e
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~ REDS HEAT UP LAOS—
REAL KEY TO ASIA?

While battles in Vietnam make headlines, it's the struggle in Laos
‘that could determine the future of Southeast Asia. Today, Laes is an
infiltrqtion corridor for the Communist drive to seize South Vietnam.
Tomo'ryow it could be the route for other conquests.

Y-
' o Politically, stiny Laoy iy the country
VIENTIANE, Laos where  Asian gouls of the world’s hig
Clues to the long, frustrating and un- powers cross and often clash, It is a

certain road that lies ahead in Vietnam place where U.S. diplomats can, and
can be found in neighboring Laos—a often do, meet with and tell their Rus-

cotmtry that twice Ting heen - the subject ;$in counterparts Lo “cool -down”™ North

‘E"'!\
g

ol peiew tdlka with North Vietna'®s
Commnnniats, b sl b nl war,

Until  June 5, the war in Lnos had
been a forgotten struggle in a sleepy
country. On that day, U.S. Ambassador
W. Averell Harriman, addressing North
Vietnam’s delegates to the Paris peace
talks, accused the Communists of wag-
ing “not one war, but several wirs” in
Laos. He urged Hanoi to live up to its
early agreements to neutralize Laos as a
step to end the fighting in Vietnam.

Laos clearly is a key to what hap-

* pens in Vietnam and Paris in coming
months. Some of the shrewdest analysts
of Asian affairs, in fact, are convinced
that peace in Laos is even more im-
portant to the long-range stability of
Southeast Asia than peace in Vietnam.
There is a real possibility, these ex-
perts say, that the war—and even a
peace of sorts—could be won in South
Vietnam but lost in Laos, and ultimate-
ly in all Southeast Asia. This, they say,
is true for closely linked reasons of ge-
ography, strategy and big-power polities.

A crossroads country. Geographical-
ly, Laos is the keystone country of the
entire Indo-Chinese Peninsula. It horders
on every nation of the region—Burma,
China, North Vietnam, Cambodia, South
Vietnam and Thailand. Laos can be ei-
ther a protecting barrier, or an infiltra-
tion route to any of these countries.

Strategically, Laos made the war in
South Vietnam possible. North Vietnam
never could have infiltrated enough men
and matériel across the 37-mile-long De-
militarized Zone separating North and
South Vietnam to sustain the struggle in
the South.

. It has been Hanoi’s control of moun-
tainous Eastern'Laos—the Ho Chi Minh
Trail area—that made possible its major
drive in South Vietnam, With little ef-
fort. this seRPRISIPYERRRBIRASE

“turned toward Cambodia or Thailand.

Vielm, Wy a0 place wheee North
Vieclnum's appetite for agggresston eun b
measwred by how close its troops move
‘toward the Mekong River.

. Finally, it is a country where an ef-
Jfort to insulate Asia’s small nations from
Communist subversion by international
agreement has had little success.

Another 20-year war. War is no
newcomer to Laos. Just as in South
Vietnam, there has been fighting here
off and on‘for more than 20 years. But
in recent months, the pattern of this
fighting seems to be changing.

Since Laos became nominally neutral
under a peace settlement in 1962, North
Vietnamese-backed Communist forees
'every. year have pushed into non-Com-
munist areas of Laos during the De-
cembersto-April dry season. The Com-
munists have collected 'riee, propagan-
~dized peasants and generally shown
their contempt for the Government in
Vientiane. Then, when monsoon rains
started :falling in May, the Communists
would pull back or offer little opposition
to advancing Government troops.

This year, the “forgotten war” cycle
looks different to veteran observers.
Fighting has been two or three times as
widespread as in the 1967 dry. season,
and much more intensive than in any
past year. Sharp fighting is continuing
even into the rainy season.

In Southern Laos, one of the most
strategically important regions in Indo-
China, Red offensive probes along the
i Se Done River went right on in May de-
ispite heavy rains. North Vietnamese and
ithe Pathet Lao—the local Communist
force—lost at least 175 men killed in
two weeks, but still did not pull back
|as they have on similar occasions in the
past. . . o
Besides winning more territory, the
2608/ téei

Laotian Government development proj-

" ects north of the town of Pukse. This,

too, is a change from the past, when
such projects were seldom touched.

. Communist troops have even countin-
gued to move into a few villages, a very

_rare move in past rainy seasons. Big

towns such as Saravane, Attupeu and Lao

‘Ngam; all in Southern Laos, are still
Ethreaténed by North Vietnamese battal-
fons that have been in the urea since
tearly this year. Capture of any of these
towns would mark a major change in
ithe war, say diplomats in Vientiane.

A weathervane? A tip-off as to which
away fighting in Vietnam and talking in
Pavis wmay turn could come from what -
the Connmnists do next in Laos.

Are they digging in to stay in the
eastern part of the counlry, building a
sanctuary through the heart of the Indo-
Chinese Peninsula? Are they holding on
to Laoting ground so that they can har-
g when Lios coines ap in e Viet.
vam pence talks? O are (hey simply
slower than usual in pulling back this

“year?

Much will' depend on how Hanoi
assesses its position in Vietnam and its
prospects for wringing concessions from
the U, S. in Paris. Many observers think
North Vietnamese President o Chi
Minh is preparing, particularly in Laos,
to follow whatever alternatives lgok most
promising for achieving his old dream
of dominating all Indo-China.

That is why the “forgotten war” is
such an obstacle to real peace.

Laos itself is made up of three king-
doms tacked together arbitrarily by its
French colonial rulers. The country is
about the size of Britain. Its 91,000
square miles include rich Mekong Val-
ley rice fields, hardwood forests, sheer
mountains rising to 9,000 feet and dense,
tangled jungles. No accurate census ever
has been taken, but the population is
thought to be about 2.5 million.

1954—and after. Though the war
that drove France from Southeast Asia
was fought mainly in Vietnam, it oc-

_casionally spilled over into Laos. The

1954 peace settlement ending that war
gave Laos its complete independence,
along with a partitioned Vietnam. Ever
since, Hanoi’s campaign to win Vietnam
has closely linked Laos and Vietnam in
recurrent, abortive peace talks.

Remote Laos might seem to be the
world’s least likely spot for a big-power
crisis, But it has happened before, and
easily could happen again.

In 1961, the Communists were threat-
ening to overrun all of Laos. The U.S.
hastily began advising and equipping
the Laotian Army. Russia started airlift-
ing supplies to the Communist side.

4RA20 7 8-03863AHH 04B0TBA02E - ence in Geneva attempt-
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“neutral.” This meant that, internally,:
power would be shared by neutralist,
non-Communist and Communist blocs in|
a Government headed by Premier Sou-:
vanna Phouma. Externally, Laos would
shun military ties and take economic help
from anybody willing to offer it.

Futile formulas. The 1962 confer- -

ence did manage to shift the main strug-
gle in Indo-China from Laos to Vietnam.
But that was about all. The attempt to
maintain peace through formulas similar
to some now being proposed for Viet-

| nam quickly collapsed.
Laos became, in effect,
s . another partitioned Asian

country. North Vietnam,
backed by Red China,
withdrew only a handful of
its 10,000 or more troops.
The U.S., breaking the
spirit if not the letter of
the Geneva agreement, be-
_gan a steadily increasing
and barely concealed mili-
' tary-aid program. _

Now, the Indo-China
war has returned to Laos
full time.

The Pathet Lao is not
much of a military threat
and never has attracted
much popular support.
But, backed by 45,000
North Vietnamese troops,
the Communists are more

than a match for the 70,000-man Laotian
Army. L .

The Communists have a considerable
edge in firepower. Even Pathet Lao units
carry Chinese-supplied -AK-47 assault
rifles, far superior to the U.S. carbines
and M2 rifles of the Laotian Army. The
Laotian military’s biggest advantage is
air power. Old, propeller-driven T-28
planes, with bombs slung under their
wings, often operate from Laotian air-
fields. But these aircraft are effective in
the kind of war fought in Laos. ,

A clear field. Communist forces
now dominate nearly half of Laos—about
the same as before the 1962 cease-fire.
But they are in a much-improved posi-
tion. Most of mountainous Southeastern
Laos, the region rurming southward from
the Demilitarized Zone in Vietnam, has
been swept clean of Government forces.
It is in this region that a sanctuary
would be most useful to the Reds.

“The North Vietnamese could put 15
divisions in there,” says a European mil-
jtary attaché. “It’s 2,500 square miles,
and the Government doesn’t have a
thing in there except an occasional pa-

trol or sabotage squad. Militarily, there

is no reason why they can’t dig in there
to stay if they want to.”

is being bombed heavily by U. S. planes
based in Thailand. One of the many
things that must be ironed out in Paris
is whether the “complete” bombing halt

raise real prospects of peace.'But'hnS/

indication that Hanoi’s control over East-
ern Laos is being used to-build perma-
nent bases and sanctuaries would mean

demanded by Hanoi as the price of seri- was the “crucial theater” in deciding
ous negotiations would apply to attacks Indo-China’s future.

on North Vietnamese units in Laos. In 1968, despite all the costly strug-
If the Paris talks should collapse, and i gles in Vietnam in the years in between,
fighting continues, the thin fiction of |there is a real likelihood that just the re-

‘Laotian neutrality also almost certainly |verse may be true: Laos, not Vietnam,
‘would collapse. Both North Vietnam and may hold the key to Southeast Asia.

the U.S. will step up. their activity in i that the Paris talks are simply an inter-
Laos if the peace bid fails, observers say. ' lude in a continuing war.

This point is stressed: No matter what i In 1962, when the U:S. and North
happens in Paris, Ho Chi Minh is not Vietnam last negotiated face to face, the
likely to abandon his dream of control- ‘late President John F. Kennedy observed
ling all Laos. Since 1930 his aim has that even':an irnperfect peace was ac-
been to unite all the onetime French col- ceptable in Laos because South Vietnam
onies under Communism. This goal also :
includes at least part of Thailand.

Cambodia and Thailand. Even if
there is some kind of truce in Vietnam,

a continued North Vietnamese build-up
in Laos could simply mean the Indo-
China war was being swung into Cam-
bodia or Thailand. So far, Cambodia has
not been a major target of Communist ' : .
subversion. However, North Vietnam in-
creasingly has used Cambodian trails,
rivers and sanctuaries to supply the re-
group forces operating in South Vietnam.

Cambodia’s mercurial ruler, Prince
Norodom Sihanouk, is well aware of all
this, but could do relatively little about
it even if he wanted to, according to
diplomats who know the region well. An
effort to close the  infiltration routes
could bring the country under the kind
of Red pressure being applied in Laos.
~ Thailand is different. The country’s
backward northeastern Provinces, just
across the often-unguarded Laotian bor-
der, already have a potentially serious
problem of insurgency. Thailand still is
far from becoming “another Vietnam,”
but the threat is daily increasing.

Infiltration across Laos into Thailand
now is ‘a slow but steady process, ac-
cording to intelligence sources. Infiltra-
tors are said to be mostly Thai, not
Vietnamese as Thailand often claims.

The basic pattern seems to be to re-
cruit potential guerrillas in Thailand,
send them to North Vietnam for train-
ing and indoctrination, then infiltrate
them back across the Mekong River. In
Thailand, they either join active insur-
gent bands or slip back into rural society
to await a signal to step up insurgency.

North Vietnam’s actions in Laos over
the coming months could be far more re-
vealing than the talks in Paris. A thin-
ning out of North Vietnamese forces in
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"The Anti-NATO Campaign' Since Karlovy Vary

The keynote speech to initiate the current anti-NATO campaign was
given by Soviet Communist Party Secretary, Leonid Brezhnev, addressing
the Conference of Communist and Workers Parties of Europe at Karlovy
Vary, Czechoslovakia, in April 1967. Although his call to action was
pitched to European communist parties, West Furopean socialist and so-
cial democratic parties, it was also meant to reverberate throughout the
Near East, if not the whole world. In his first long speech devoted en-
tirely to foreign affairs, Brezhnev removed the "European security' pro-
posal from the sphere of disarmament and disengagement and decreed its
use as a program for global communist party agitation and propaganda
against NATO: (excerpts only)

"Comrades ... Europe is not merely a regional problem and
is not an isolated internal affair of the European peoples
alone ... To thwart the aggressive plans (of the forces of im-
perialism) in Europe ... is to deal it a defeat which would
have effects everywhere.... This would also be a real help to
the liberation struggle of the peoples on all other continents.

"... We are convinced that a Europe can and must be
created in which security for each state and each people would
at the same time be security for all....

"... The central question of European security is the in-
violability of the frontiers of the European countries (as es-

tablished) after World War II.... A very important prerequi-
site for security ... is recognition ... of the GDR (East
Germany)....

"In two years the governments of the NATO countries will
have to decide whether NATO is to be extended or not. In our
opinion ... communists and all progressive forces should try
+to use this circumstance to develop still widely the struggle
against the preservation of this aggressive bloc,

"There is no Jjustification whatever for the constant pres-
ence of the U.S. fleet in waters washing the shores of southern
Europe.... The time has come to demand the complete with-
drawal of the U.S. Sixth Fleet from the Mediterranean."

The aim of disrupting the NATO alliance is also emphasized in the
final statement issued at the close of the Karlovy Vary Conference:

"The 20-year period of the validity of the Atlantic pact
expires in 1969, and this makes possible a clear alternative:
a Burope with military blocs. This alternative must be put
on the agenda with all earnestness.
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"No effort should be spared in order to develop a broad
movement of the peace-loving forces of our continent against
the extension or any modification of the Atlantic pact."

The Fallacy of 1969

As stated in a prize-winning essay, published April 1968 in the
United States Naval Institute Proceedings, "... the NATO nations must
take concerted, positive action to kill off the alliance, not positive
action to maintain it.... There is considerable discussion these days
over the possibility that on its 20th anniversary in 1969 the Treaty will
expire unless the member states vote to renew it..., The North Atlantic
Treaty is of unspecified duration. If, acting individually or collee=
tively, the member states do nothing in 1969, the Treaty and its organi-
zation will continue in force.... The true significance of 24 August
1969 lies in Article 13...."

"Furopean Security Conference": Fuphemism for "Out, of NATO"

Supporters of "European Security" and the anti-NATO agitators repre-
sent interests ranging from the far right to the radical left and include
pacifists as well as advocates of a strong defense. They are unable to
agree on a security alternative to NATO membership; some promote unilat-—
eral disarmament, some an armed neutrality, some a more regionalized
(i.e., Nordic or Mediterranesn) military alliance, and some the Soviet
"positive neutrality" concept. There is unanimity on only one point:
"Get out of NATOI" It is only on this blatant propaganda attack against
NATO and on the instigators of the propaganda that we concentrate here
-—- not on seeking alternatives.

The far right should be noted only in passihg, because its views
are so identical with those of the Kremlin. The German "neo-Nazi" view,
develcped under the leadership of NPD ("National Democratic Party of
Germany'") Chairman Adolf VonThadden, is given in the NPD official program
adopted at its November 1967 convention:

"... the units of the Bundeswehr (West German Armed Forces)
should be trained and equipped solely for national defense.
Therefore, treaties and agreements on whose basis the employ-
ment of German soldiers outside this scope would be possible,
should be terminated.

1"

++. Instead of military integration in NATO, the units
of the Bundeswehr must be reorganized and re-equipped, for the
needs of a European defense organization."

The "left is represented by Moscow-oriented Communist and "progres-

sive" parties and by Soviet-dominated Communist-front groups. By usurp-
ing organizations spawned from Europe's "anti-U.S.-because-of-Vietnam"
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movements and by exploiting FEurope's desire for detente, both parties and
front groups have attracted to thelr campaign large segments of the non-
aligned center. The destroy NATO movement has become enmeshed with ac-
tivities geared to promoting a European Security Conference for spring

of 1969.

Front group, progressive left, and communist party meetings, demon-
strations, and seminars have been the vanguard. At a semi-parliamentary
level, one European security preparatory conference (12 May 1968) has
been held to date.

Appeal to the elite has come from Moscow itself. High-level delega-
tions visiting Moscow, especially those from NATO-member countries, are
reminded of the Soviet insistence that their best interests lie with the
USSR, outside of NATO¥*. (This summer, Pravda's suave, glib foreign af-
fairs editor, Yuriy Zhukov, (who is also Deputy Chairman of the Soviet
Peace Committee) visited The Hague and Brussels and Premier Kosygin made
an "idyllic visit" to Stockholm; the visits of both were used to publi-
cize the Boviet view of a secure Europe, free of NATO.

Vanguard activity is best highlighted by public statements and res-
olutions adopted during meetings held since Brezhnev's April 1967 speech.
Viewed chronologically they vividly pinpoint the instigators and show
up the blatancy of the propaganda. Communist Parties in member countries,
while assiduously clinging to the theme (to which the Warsaw Pact is
committed) that both NATO and the Warsaw Pact should be dissolved, stress
that their own countries could ease tensions by withdrawing from NATO.
The most active front groups have been the World Council on Peace (WCP),
the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY), the International Union
of Students (IUS), and their many affiliates. As seen from the chrono-
logy, the WCP, especially, has moved from a vanguard role to one of
Péhind~the-scenes instigator.

Kosygin Appeals to Scandinavia

No outstanding bilateral issues needed discussion when Soviet Premier
Kosygin visited Sweden, 11-13 July 1968. The probable motive is found
in two extraneous events: (a) the visit followed Norway's Parliamentary
decision of 1L June 1968 favoring continued alliance with NATO by a vote
of 150-6; (b) the first joint Warsaw Pact naval maneuvers, incorporating
Soviet amphibious forces, to be held in northern waters opened the day

#i.e.: 16-20 October 1967, Norwegian Defense Minister Tideman; 22-24 May
1968, British Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart; 17-25 June 1968, Belgian
Chief of Staff General Georges Vivario; 8-12 July 1968, Turkish Foreign
Minister Caglayangil.
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Kosygin arrived. Kosygin used a 13 July press conference, on the eve

of his departure, to reiterate Soviet views on Scandinavian neutrality,

European security, recognition of the GDR, and the "suggestion" that -
Norway and Denmark should leave NATO and thus to publicize these views

for broad Scandinavian consumption.

Effect of the "Czech Crisis"

The massive Warsaw Pact maneuvers of 20-30 June held on Czechoslovak
soll, the political-pressure-threat against Czechoslovakia as Soviet
forces continued their largest maneuver in Pact history at the Czech
border through mid-August, and finally the Warsaw Pact (less Rumania)
military occupation of Czechoslovakia on 21 August -- all have muted the
destroy NATO call from the "progressive forces." Preoccupation with
other matters is exemplified by the resolutions from the 28 July-6 August
Sofia Youth Festival which condemns NATO more obliquely in terms of -
anti-imperialism.

Meanwhile, Soviet media have continued the anti-NATO tirade: The
Warsaw Pact's Sever naval maneuvers were held 11-19 July. For the first
time inecluding Soviet naval amphibious units, the maneuvers took place
in the North Atlantic, Baltic, Barents, North and Norwegian seas under
command of Soviet Admiral Gorshkov. Responding to Norway's uneasiness
at having Soviet amphibious units running well in sight of the Norwegian
coast, Admiral Gorshkov moved the spotlight to focus on NATO's Polar
Express exercise, held a month earlier, in June. On 20 July, in Izvestiya,
Admiral Gorshkov chararterized Polar Express as '"provocative and aggres-
sive'" and ¢Gonecluded that the Warsaw Pact exercise "has shown that at sea
we have forces capable not only of checking the imperialist aggression
tut also, if the need arises, of delivering a blow from which they could
not recover."

In the Mediterranean, Soviet propaganda concentrated on Cyprus: -~
Pegged to a British announcement that the present squadron of Canberra )
planes at the British bases will be replaced next year by Vulcan bombers
and the 23 July British Admiralty commentary that the Vulecan (like all
modern military aircraft, including the Canberra!) has a nuclear as well
as conventional capability -- the Soviets announced that "NATO was estab-
ilishing nuclear weapons depots on Cyprus." Moscow Radio on 24 July des-
cribed the announcement as an example of "increasing activity in the
Eastern Mediterranean by the entire aggressive NATO bloc and the American
leaders of that bloc."

On 12 August 1968, Pravda reacted to NATO's announcement that train-
ing maneuvers were scheduled for the week of 19 August to be held in
northern Greece. An editorial described the exercise as "part of the
imperialist policy of military provocatlons and 1deologlcal subvers1on
spearheaded against socialist countries."”
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September 1968

WARSAW PACT AND NATO: TWO RADICALLY DIFFERENT CONCEPTS

"Within the alliance we fulfill &ll our obligations,
but we claim also all our rights. This is the dif-
ference between allies and satellites."

(George Papandreou, speaking as Prime Minigter

of Greece, 1963)
WARSAW PACT

Founded August 1955 (almost overnight,
in answer to Germany's entry into NATO)
to hasten military integration of the
USSR with East Europe and justify keep-
ing Soviet troops in those countries.

Political Consultative Committee (with
Soviet Secretary General) supposed to
meet at least twice yearly for "consul-
tation among member states." Has met
only nine times in past 19 years to
agree on predetermined policy.

All military elements are Soviet-
commanded: the Supreme Commander, the
Chief-of-Staff, Chief of Air Defense,
and all major Warsaw Pact maneuvers are
held under Soviet command.

Military intervention as a political
pressure tactic to guarantee Soviet
hegemony :

Hungary - 1956

Czechoslovakia - 1968

Standardization of armament throughout
Pact membership: dependent on Moscow

for qualitative-quantitative arms sup-
ply. (The more loyal the member, the

better the equipment -~ e.g., only the
USSR and GDR have advanced air defense
missile systems.)

~~ no equivalent -~
(Nuclear sector is the exclusive
competence of the USSR)

~=- no equivalent —--
(Only the Soviet finger controls
the nuclear trigger)

NATO
Carefully worked out in 1949,
culminating several years'
work for viable European peace
-~ thwarted by Soviet intransi-
gence, hostility, etec.

North Atlantic Council (with
Italian Secretary General)
meets at minimum five to six
times annually, as representa-
tive NATO forum.

Chiefs of NATO military command
elements are representative
of a number of member nations;

NATO exercise command alternates.

—— no equivalent --

~- no eguivalent --

Nuclear Planning Group (4

permanent & 3 alternating mem-
bers) guarantees national par-
ticipation in nuclear planning.

"Two keys" system gives mem-
bers veto over use of nuclear
weapons on their national ter-
ritories.
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The Anti-NATO Campaign: Chronology of Events,
September 1967 to Septembervl968

Mid-September 1967 - The World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) met
in Warsaw to formulate their strategy for an anti-NATO campaign. On 22
September the WFDY President was quoted as saying: "Next year will be,
for the progressive youth organizations in capitalist countries, a year
of intensified struggle for the liguidation of the aggressive Atlantic
Treaty..." National anti-NATO youth groups were to be organized, after
which would be held, sometime in summer or fall 1968, = WFDY-sponsored
"Conference of the Youth of the Warsaw Pact and NATO." (Later scheduled
to be convened in Helsinki.) '

9-10 October 1967 - The World Council of Peace (WCP) met in East Berlin.
"What Effect Will the Expiration of NATO in 1969 Have on European Security?"
was discussed by the secretariats of 22 Furopean Peace Committees. (The
answers remained unpublicized, )

27-29 October 1967 - The Presidential Committee of the WCP met in Leningrad.
Representatives of the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) and the
International Institute for Peace (IIP) also attended. The WCP Secretary
General reported that the "greatest single achievement was the building

of what is now commonly called 'the Stockholm spirit' as a result of hold—
ing the Stockholm Conference on Vietnam.... The future Conference on
European Security, should be approached and organized in the same ....
'Stockholm spirit' in cooperation with all others who have similar aims."

The committee resolved to hold a European Security Conference in fall 1968
and called for a joint seminar to be held by the International Confederation
for Disarmament and Peace (ICDP) and the WCP "after the Easter marches" on
the theme "NATO must quit Europe." In November 1967 the IIP circulated a
letter iterating the point that "on the question of European security ...
the main task is to organize a conference with all the European political
and social forces, especially of peace .... All European peace forces
should unite to hasten the dissolution of NATO."

Early - December 1967 - Invitations had been issued to a conference of peace

delegations from member countries of NATO to be held in Brussels December
1967, sponsored by the Union Belge pour la Defense de la Paix "To coordinate
activities of all peace groups ... in an attempt to prevent renewal of the
NATO Pact in 1969 ..." It was no coincidence that on 13 December 1967, the
NATO Council of Foreign Ministers met in Brussels. The January 1968 wWCP
Information Bulletin announced that the "Brussels peace movement, at the
suggestion of the WCP, had invited national and international organizations

of NATO countries to meet in Brussels in order to inform ... NATO ... of
their wish to obtain the rapid simultaneous dissolution of military pacts
in Europe." (Representatives of peace, anti-atomic, and disarmament groups

from France, Britain, Luxembourg turned up with the Portuguese Anti-~Fascist
Movement, the WFTU, and the WCP.)
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Late 1967 - An editorial in the WCP's November — December 1967 issue of
Perspeotlves states in part: "April 1969 marks the end of the 20-year
term for which the NATO was established .... In the German Federal Re-
public there are plans for compensating .... The idea is to make up for

the disintegration or dissolution of NATO by substituting a Bonn-Washington

axis .... It is clear that the new situation that would arise with the
abolition of military blocs and the establishment of collective security
throughout Europe could hinder any such attempt ...."

1 January 1968 ~ The Danish Land og Folk carried a New Year's message from

the President of the Danish Communist Party in which he said: "Our main
task is the struggle for a policy aimed at neutrality and disarmament.
Our people have long denounced all that NATO stands for ...."

January - February 1968 - The Italian Communist Party (PCI) distributed
petitions addressed to the Italian Chamber of Deputies and the Senate,
calling generally for Italy's exit from NATO coupled with an appeal for
a system of "European security," and specifying the removal of NATO bases
from Italy. In March - April 1968, the PCI Central Press and Propaganda
Section put on sale a pamphlet appealingly entitled "NATO —- THE ENEMY
IN THE HOUSE."

February 1968 - The WCP noted in a Perspectives editorial that "the peace
forces are aware that action against the prolongation of NATO is unfortu-
nately lagging behind" ... and that the WCP was 'ready to cooperate in
action to ensure increased activity by the forces of peace to brlng about
the withdrawal of NATO governments from the alliance."

4 February 1968 - An ambitious propaganda intiative was signalled by Novosti's
commentator, Spartak Beglov: "I think 1968 will be a year of active public
discussion of the question of whether or not there is to be a NATO in 1969."

Maxch 1968 - The International Union of Students (IUS) met in East Berlin
to map their campaign "against fascismand dictatorial regimes in Europe"

and to mobilize student campaigns "against the NATO military bloc." (Reso-

lutions were not publicized.)

9 March 1968 - The Berliner Extradienst announced the formation in West
Berlin of an international action center to fight NATO. The dec¢ision was
described as resulting from a resolution adopted at the February Vietnam
Congress, to "destroy NATO."

1419 May 1968 - In Istanbul, Turkey, the period was declared "NO TO NATO
WEEK." The movement was sponsored by the leftist leaders of the Istanbul
Technical University Student Union, supported by 16 other organizations.

28 April 1968 - The Danish organization of Social Democratic Youth (SDY)
met in Odense to set up their policy platform. By a minority vote (L6 -
29 with 58 abstentions) the meeting resolved "to call upon Denmark to

withdraw from NATO in 1969." At a preconference SDY Executive Committee
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a series of compromise conditions for Denmark's continued NATO membership:
a European security conference before 1969, recognition of the Oder-
Neisseiborder and of the GDR, and -the exelusion.of "fascist countries!
from"NATC. . Apparently this resolution was not radical endlgh.

12 My 1968 - The first "European Security Preparatory Conference" opened
in Brussels, chaired by Minister Henri Rolin, under a cloak of semi-
respectibility. In attendance were individuals of some importance from
nine European countries: three NATO representatives (France, Italy, the
U.K.), three Warsaw Pact countries (the USSR, Czechoslovakia, and Poland),
and three neutrals (Austria, Sweden, and Switzerland). Also present were
the Secretary of the WCP, Yves Choliere (France); ranking WCP official,
Aleksandr Korneychuk (sole representative of the USSR!); and the secretary
of the Belgian WCP (Union Belge pour la Defense de la Paix), Rose Holender.
(Resolutions have not been publicized.)

26 May 1968 - The Youth Battalion of the Communist Party of Iceland organized
an 'anti-STANAVFORLANT" demonstration in Reykjavik  ((STANAVFORLANT: Stand-
ing Naval Force Atlantic, January 1968)) Thjobviljinn of 29 May carried an
interview with the head of the group, Ragnar Stefansson, who said that the
"objective of the demonstration was to publicize American imperialism and
NATO's role in this and to spur the Icelandic public to think about Iceland's
NATO membership."

6-8 June 1968 - The European Security Commission of the WCP Presidential
Committee met in Cyprus. A resolution was adopted which blamed unrest in
the Mediterranean region on NATO bases and the presence of the U.S. 6th

‘Fleet and called for action to bring about the dissolution of NATO, the

withdrawal from the Mediterranean of foreign troops and the U.S. 6th Fleet
(along with an end to "fascism" in Portugal, dictatorship in Greece and
Spain, and "Zionist racism" in Israel). With the allegation that a recent
NATO agreement would allow "other NATO partners" to participate in the
NATO Nuclear Committee, declared July 5th as a "Day of Struggle" for denu-
clearization and demilitarization of the Mediterranean. The meeting
agreed to the following relevant support action: (a) produce a study on
military pacts and bases in Europe and consider holding a meeting on this
topic before NATO "expires" in 1969; and (b) make the 50th Anniversary of
the ending of World War I the peg for activities for European Security.

21 June 1968 - Addressing the East German Council of State, Walter Ulbricht
said ... "a European security conference ... is long overdue .... We be-
lieve that European security should not be delayed ... and European states
should maintain normal diplomatic relations with the GDR."

28 July - 6 August 1968 - The World Youth Festival was held in Sofia,
Bulgaria. NATO condemnation came obliquely in terms of "anti-imperialism."

5 August 1968 - The final communique issued from the five-Bloc-country
meeting in Bratisalva, concerning Czechoslovakia, included a reiteration
of the "need" to hold a European security conference.
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